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reactions to developments in and outside the camp with deep
interest. Not only was the prince invited to take part in the coun-
cils of war; he was encouraged to express freely his views on
military and administrative problems. One day, Akbar surprised
the Emperor with suggestions to improve the effectiveness of the
trenches that were being dug all around. His opinions were noted
for their soundness and clarity. The next morning, Akbar went on
an inspection round, and took some engineers to task for not im-
plementing his suggestions faithfully.
Akbar was truly a replica of Babar in several respects. He was
averse to taking chances, and spared himself no effort to ensure
that his orders were carried to the last dot, At nine plus, he show-
ed himself to be a keen observer of events around him. What was
more, he took upon himself the duties of a leader with surprising,
facility. He was a born helmsman.
Hindal, who was now thirty-two years old, was in overall com-
mand of the Mughal forces. By display of unusual loyalty he had
endeared himself to the Emperor. Some experts in the science of
warfare, however, considered him to be unnecessarily reckless and
lacking in the virtue of patience deemed essential to fight a foe as*
wily and unpredictable as Kamran. This criticism was vindicated
when on 20 November 1551, Hindal, heedless of danger to his-
life, rushed alone to counter a sudden night-attack by the enemy.
A bow and a quiver half-full of arrows were the only weapons he^
carried. It was, therefore, not surprising that he was overpowered
and killed.before other generals could come to his rescue. In a
fierce battle that raged for nearly four hours, the loss of men on
both sides was heavy. Though the invaders were repulsed, Hum-
ayun was disconsolate at the death of his brother, and ordered a
halt to hostilities for the forty-day period of mourning.
Ghazni, the fief of Mirza Hindal, was assigned to Akbar, and ta
underline his regard for and oneness with the brother who was no-
more, the Mirza's daughter was betrothed to the prince. Financial
arrangements for the maintenance of Hindal's family were made-
on a scale that reflected the Emperor's concern at his passing,
away. One of the biggest palaces inside the fort was assigned to
the family, and the Comptroller of the Household was ordered to
extend to them facilities and courtesies on par with those extended
to the family of the Padshah himself.
a frequent visitor to his aunt's house, and often spent